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NEW-HAVEN, SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 1826. 


Vou. X. 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The Ninth Annual Meeting of the American 
Colonization Society, was held at Washington, 
ov Monday, Jan. 9, 1826. 

Delegates were present from several of the Aux- 
iliary Societies, appointed to attend the mecting. 

The Annual Report of the Board of Managers 
was read to the Society by Mr. Guaiery, and 
adopted. 

On motion by Wm. H. Firzacen, Esq. of Vir- 
ginia, the following Preamble aud Resolutions 
were adopted : 

Whereas prejudices have been found to exist in 
different parts of the United States, against the 
American Colonization Society, growing out of 
an evident mis ption of its real character and 
objects: and whereas it bas sometimes been char. 
ged with the extravagant idea of being evabled to 
effect the purposes of its creation by means of in- 
dividual charity aud individual exertions only :— 

Therefore, 
’ ‘Resolved, ‘That the Society disclaims, in the 
most vnqualified terms, the design attributed to 
it, of interfering, on the one had, with the legal 
rights and obligations of slavery, and on the other, 
of perpetuating its existence withia the limits of 
the country. 

2. Resolved, That its only object is, what bas 
been at all times avowed, the removal to the Coast 
of Africa, with their own consent, of such people 
of colour within the United States, as are already 
free, and of such others as the humanity of indi- 
viduals, and the laws of the different States, may 
hereafter liberate. 

3. Resolved, That the Society has, from its or- 
ganization, looked to the powers and the resources 
of the nation, or of the several states, as alone 
adéquate to the accomplishment of this important 
object. 

4. Resolved, That the period bas arrived, when 
the Society feels itself authorized, by the efforts it 
has made, to apply to the Government of the coun- 
try for the aid and co-operation essential to give suc- 
cess to these efforts. 

5. Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
tv prepare and present, as soon as pussible, to the 
two Houses of Congress, memorials, pray.ing such 
aid and assistance to the Society as Congress shall 
think to afford, 

6. ved, That the Board of Managers of 
the Society be instructed to prepare and present 
to the ures of the several States, memori- 
als, praying the adoption of such measures as 
usay be calculated to encourage and facilitate the 


On motion, by Geo. W. P. Costis, Esq.tit 
was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be 
given to those Clergymen who, on the last Anni- 
versary of our Independence advocated the cause 
of this Society, and took up collections in its be- 
half; and that they be respectfully solicited to re- 
new their exertions for the same objects on every 
future similar occasion. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers 
of the Society for the ensuing year, viz. : 


Hon. Bushrod Washington, President 


Vice-Presidents. 


General La Fayette, 
Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, Georgia, 
Hon. Henry Clay, Washington City, 
Hon. William Philips, of Massachusetts, 
Hon. Henry Rutgers, of New Yerk, 
Hon. John E. Howard, of Maryland, 
Hon. John C. Herbert, do. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, Boston, 
Isaac M' Kim, Esq. of Maryland, 
General John Hartwell Cocke, of Virginia, 
General Charles F. Mercer, ot Virginia, 
Robert Ralston. Esq. of Pennsylvania, 
Right Rev, Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, 
Jeremiah Day, D. D. of Yale College, 
General John Mason, District of Columbia, 
Samuel Bayard, Esq. New Jersey, 
Wm. H. Fitzhugh, Esq. of Virginia, 
Hoo. Richard Rush, of Washington City, 
Hon. John Marshall, of Virginia. 
Managers. 
Francis S. Key, Esq. Rev. Wm. Hawley, 
Walter Jones, Esq. Win. Thornton, Esq. 
Rev. Dr. Jas. Laurie, Jos. Gales, Jun, Esq. 
Rev. Dr. S. B. Balch, Rev. J. W. Campbell, 
Rev. Obadiah 8. Brown, Dr. Thos. Henderson, 
Rev. De. W. H. Wilmer, Col. Henry Ashton. 
John Underwood, Recording Secretary. 
Richard Smith, Esq. Z'reasurer. 
RK. R. Gurley, Agent. 
The Society then Adjourned. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 


Ata large and respectable Meeting, conveoed pursu- 
ant to previous arrangements, ia the City of New York, 
on the evening of the 13th inst. a Natioual lostitution was 
organized under the following 

CONSTITUTION. 


Article 1. The name of this Society sball be 
“The American Seamen’s Friend Society.” 
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ameliorate the condition, and improve the moral 
and religious character of seamen, by the estab- 
lishment of well-regulated boarding-houses, and 
suitable libraries and reading-rooms, when practi- 
cable ; Savings Banks, Register Offices, Schools 
of eletneutary and nautical instruction, by the em- 
ployment of agents for carrying into effect the 
operations of the Society in different parts of the 
United States, and by the use of such other means 
as may seem calculated to promote the desigo of 
the Institution, 

Art. 3. The officers of this Society shall be a 
President, 15 Vice Presidents, not more than two 
of whom shall be residents of the city of New- 
York ; thirty Directors, not less than 13 of whom 
shall be resents of New York; a Treasurer, a 
Corresponding Secretary, and a Recording Sec- 
retary, who shall be annually chosen by the Suci- 
ety, and who shall form a Board for the transac- 
tion of the. business of the Society. They shall 
enact theirown by-laws, supply their own vacan- 
cies during the year, and appoint honorary offi- 
cers and directors. Seven members of the Board 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
any business. 

rt. 4. The officers and directors, or a quorum 
thereof, shall appoint an Executive Committee of 
nine (including the Treasurer and two Secretaries) 
residing in the city of New-York, or its vicinity, to 
continue at the pleasure of the Board during the 
year. Five of the Executive Committee shall 
constitute a quornm at any regularly convened 
meeting: they shall have power to dispose of the 
funds of the Society, to appoint agents, and pre- 
scribe their field of labour, and in every other re- 
spect to carry intoeffect the designs of the Insutu- 
tion; they shall make quarter-yearly reports of 
their proceedings to the Board, aid a special re- 
port at any intermediate term, when requested by 
a vote of the Board. 

Art. 5. The Board of Officers and Directors 
sha!) meet at least once in three months, and a 
special meeting shall at any time be called at the 
request, in writing, of any three members of the 
Board. 

Art. 6. The Treasurer shali give bonds, annu- 
ally, to such amount as the Executive Commitee 
shall think necessary. 

rt. 7. Avy charitable, or religious Society, 
having fur its object ap attention to the welfare of 
seamei, nay become auxiliary to this Society on 
the payment of twenty-five dollars, and by the 
engagement to pay over, annually, its surplus 
funds into the Treasury of the Parent*Lustitution. 

Art. 8 Every auxiliary association shall be 
entitled to send a delegate to attend the meetings 
of the Society, and to vote at the avnual election 
of officers and directors. And every auxiliary as- 
sociation contributing one bundred dollars per an- 
num to the funds of the Society, shall be entitled 
to send a delegate to attend the meetings of the 
Board of Managers. 

Ari. 9. The commissions of all agents shall be 
signed by the President or Vice-President, and 
countersigned by the Chairman and Secretary of 
the Executive Commitiee. 

rt. 10. No person who is employed by the 
Society for a pecuniary compensation shall be a 
member of ihe Board of Directors. 

virt. 11. Every person paying annually into the 
*Preasury not less than two dollars shall. be a 
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member of this Society, aud each subscriber of 
twenty dollars at one time, shall be a member for 
life, and any subscriber paying fifty dollars at one 
time shall become a director for life. 

“rt. 12. The Society shall meet annually in the 
city of New-York, on Monday preceding the 
second Tharsday in May, and any special meeting 
may be called by order of the President, or, in bis 
absence, by one of the Vice-Presidents, at the re- 
quest, in writing, of ten of its members. 

Art. 13. This constitution shall not be altered 
without a vote of two-thirds of the members pre- 
sent at an annual meeting ; or at a special meet- 
ing notified for this purpose; and notice of all 
meetings of this Society shall be given, in at least 
three of the daily papers of the city of New-York, 
aud one of the daily papers of at least three of the 
vther principal Sea Ports of the United States. 

«trl. 14. Nineteen members shall constitute a 
quorum at any meeting of the Society. 

The following is a list of the officers elect :— 

Presipent. 
How. SMITH THOMPSON, New York. 
Vice-PRESIDENTS. 
Hon. Philip Hone, Mayor of the City of New 

York. 

James H. McCullock, Esq. Baltimore. 
Robert Ralston, Esq. Philadelphia. 
William Ropes, Esq. Boston. 

Beverley Chew, Esq. New Orleans: 
Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, Albany. 
Nathaniel Silsbee, Esq. Salem, Mass. 
Jeremiah Day, D. D. New Haven, Con. 
Thomas Napier, Esq. Charleston, S. C. 
Joseph Cumming, Esq. Savannah, Geo. 
Christopher Fry, Esq. Norfolk, Va. 
Gen. C. Dudley, Wilmington, N. C. 
Thomas R. Ives, Esq. Providence, R. Tf. 
Arthur McCellan, Esq. Poitland, Me. 
Mr. Sheafe, Portsmouth, N. II. 


TREASURER. 
Francis Olmsted, Esq. New-York. 
CorRRESPONDING SECREYARY. 
Rev. John Truair, New-York. 


Recorpine Secrevary. 
R. M. Blatchford, Esq. New-York. 


On the formation of this Society the Editor of uie Ma: 
iners’ Magazine has the following remarks :— 


We congratulate the friends of seamen, and the 
public in general, upon the organization of this 
Institution. Whenever its measures shall be car- 
ried into full aud complete operation, seamen, so 
long treated as mere mechanical agents, will be 
placed at least on an equal footing, in relation to 
Christian benevolence, with the distant heathew. 
To this Society we now look as the great hope o/ 
the cause. Magnificently endowed, and acting ic 
concert with its elder sister in England, the mos: 
glorious consequences may be anticipated ; a pow- 
erful and effective opposition to maritime vices 
will soon be organized in every port throughout 
the world, and every sailor on the globe placed 
under the influence of moral instruction. The 
public service and reputation of our navy will de- 
rive no small benefit from the active operations o! 
the institution, which is thus destined to exert an 
important bearing upon our national character 
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and prosperity. The means proposed to be adopt- 
ed for the accomplishment of its objects are sufli- 


ciently defined in the Constitauon, a copy of 
which will be found above. In the language of 


Judge Thowpson, they are certainly calculated 
to make our seainen better meu—to elevate their 
charac‘er as ciiizens, and make them more respec- 
table members of Society ; aud in proportion as 
those objects shall be effected, will their usefulness 
in their profession be tmcreased. 

We believe the Society will be universally pop 
ular, and trust it will not be restricted in its opera- 
tions by a want of resources. Auxiliaries should 
be organized, in at least every sea-port, inmmedi- 
ately. The Society has been organized ; whether 
it shall continue to exist depends on the stewards 
of God, 

Thee reformation of seamen will have a most 
important bearing upon the reformation of the 
world. Change the general character of our sea- 
wien, and what a prodigious alteration would be 
wrought in the moral state of our sea-ports. Re 
move so lurge a portion of the worst of the moral 
contagion, and bring it over to the side of piety, 
and what a wonderful change of proportions be- 
tween the good and evil of our cities. Turn ail 
that mass of corruption which carries away the 
nest wretched part of society into prayer for the 
reformation of the wicked, and how much you 
take out of one scale and put into the other. 
Whata revolution would thus be wrought in all the 
sca-ports of Christendom. And this wonld be no 
inconsiderable step towards the geueral improve- 
ment ofthe race. But seamen are destined to act 
a still more conspicuous part in the reformation 
of the world. Let them be. brought under the 
sanctifying influence of Christianity, and they will 
become, though not formal, yet efficient missiona 
ries to every part of the wold. Their zeal in 
iransporting Bibles and tracts, added to their ex 
ample and conversation in heathen ports, will have 
a mighty influence in favour of Christianity 
throughout the globe. Can further arguments be 
necessary to show the importance of evangelizing 
seamen? We thiok not. 

DS 
OBLIGATIONS TO PROVIDE AN EFFICIENT MIN- 
ISTRY. 

“ When victory declared for David, and Absa- 
loin was slain by the hand of Joab, the enthusiasm 
of the moment thrilled the total host. Abimaaz 
participared in the general joy, for he knew, gen- 
erally, that the cause of the king was triumphant. 
Ahimaaz was loyal, and his spirit bounded to he 
rald the news to the king, * how that the Lord had 
avenged him of his enemies.’ Thrice did he im- 
portune his commander for a license to ran.— 
‘And Joab said, wherefore wilt thou run my son, 
seeing thot hast no tidings realy? Still he per- 
sisted; and though Cushi, a competent messenger 
was already running, and charged with official 
despatches tothe king, his perseverance succeeded ; 
and Joab said unto him run. *Then Abimaaz 
ran by the way of the plain, and overran Cushi,’ 
He outstripped the regular ambassador, arrived in 
a hurry of patriotism, and found his afflicted sove- 
reign all anxiety to learn the particulars, He an- 
nounced the victory in general terms; the detail 
on some account he could net command. ‘And 
the hivg said, is the young man Absalom safe?— 





Obligations te previde an efficient Ministry. bad 


And Ahbimaaz answered, when Joab sent the 
king’s servant, and me thy servant, I sawa great 
tumult, but LE knew not what it was.’ Here was 
the result of his pains taking activity. It was all 
indefiniteness! He heard a noise, but he knew 
not its meaning ; he saw adust—the symbol of 
confused brains ; something marvellous had hap- 
pened in which he felt much interested ; but fur- 
ther this ceponent saith not. Whether he under- 
stood the fate of Absalom or not, seems uncertain; 
that he did not rehearse it, is sure. * And the king 
said unto liom, torn aside and stand here. And 
he turned aside and stood still.’ Thas may every 
officious Ahima»z that intrudes unfurnished into 
the ministry, anticipate the rebuke of David’s son 
and Lord, who has no need of such empty couri- 
ers. ‘The event of a battle, the fall of a hero, or 
the catastrophe of a nation, are small matters coin - 
pared with the concerns of the soul, the objects of 
religion, and the mysteries of God.” 

After taking the position that the Church in all 
ages is obligated to provide an able ministry and 
inainiaining it by appropriate arguments, the speak - 
er proceeded as follows :— 

“if it be demanded, what degree of learning is 
necessary ? we reply, a competent degree, or that 
which may qualify the candidate to be a safe guide, 
a profitable preacher, and a pastor of such resour- 
ces that he shall wax rather than wane, and be ‘a 
barning and a shining light’ to the end of his course. 
He must be able to expound the Scriptures with 
correctness, as one set for the ‘defence of the gos- 
pel.’ But how much learning is exactly indispen 
sable isa qrestion of difficult solution, eepecially 
in the abstract. There is, however, no suck thing 
as a universal standard of education. A man is 
educated, when he is qualified for respectability 
and usefulness in any particular circle of socioty ; 
when his attainments fit him for some sphere of 
valuable occupation in which he may make the 
most of life, and serve his generation by the will 
of God. Education is a relative, ana, in some re- 
spects, a vernacular and local idea—insensible of 
this fact as are some transatlantic critic« and_re- 
viewers, who are all for uniformity in church and 
state, in cottages and colleges, at home and abroad. 
In our own beloved country, the conspicuous ob- 
ject of envy and admonition to the lords of the 
eastern continent, gigantic in its infancy, and tow- 
ering to more than colossal dimensions, a country 
in which the prodigies of nature are rivalled by 
ihose of art, and where freedom, action, and enter- 
prize prevail as national characteristics, the min- 
istry of reconciliation should possess correspond- 
ing attributes, and exemplify a congenial magna- 
oimity. In our country might is not nght; nor 
opinion, law ; nor tradition, proof :—evidence, me- 
ral Consideration, and the sway of conscience, are 
the only rules which freemen will ever enthroue. 
Our country is the proper home of religion, and 
the appropriate sphere of an enlightened ministry. 
Accuracy of thought, clearness of definition, alac- 
rity of movement, force of reasoning, promptitude 
of service, scriptural richness, meatal discipline, 
patience of contradiction, and godly a are 
the panoply of the American preacher. In all 
the departments of our social state, something ho- 
inogeneous, something national, is to Le observed , 
and our prachers and pastors should be adapted 
to the times and the places where their functions 





aré to be performed; otherwise, however wall ip 





a 


2 Mee i eg Srey 


nce 





x cay 


Sel ly ei, Petia ee 



























546 Charleston, (S. C. 


formed, they will be alinost useless—they will ap- 
pear, and in fact be, uneducated. Prodesse quam 
cunspici is their appropriate aim :—tlo benefit rath- 
er than appear. nf 

“ But where can we find the proper qualities in 
illiterate and pretending ignorance? Shall we 
educate our promising indigent youth, upon who 
has already descended the unction of the skies? 
We must have a learned ministry, and where can 
we obtainit? [am no flatterer, sir of affluent and 
patrician greatness, Well I know that learning 
even in the ministry, and much more out of it, can 
exist in a state of fearful disjunction from good 
ness ; and often have I deprecated the doom—there 
is none like it—of those prophets whom Jesus will 
disown in that day! Still 1 must suspect the ge- 
nuineness of his christianity, who wishes to see 
its authentic teachers idiots in knowledge. It re- 
minds me of the policy of that apostate, the son 
of Nehat, whose name is never mentioned in Scrip 
ture without its appropriate brand ; ‘who caused 
Israel to sin ;’ and a part of whose sin it was to 
vulgarize the priesthood. He ‘inade priests of 
the lowest of the people, who were not the sons 
of Levi.’ The whole history of the church, and 
of her worthies, since the days of Paul, is in favour 
of a learned ministry. For our English Bible, the 
wonder of the age that produced it more than two 
centuries ago, we are indebted to learned transla- 
tors. Our Protestant privileges under God, we 
owe to learned reformers, and what could they say, 
could they witness our apathy in the cause that 
honoured and absorbed their lives. Let Protest- 
ant Christendom promote and extend an ignorant 
ministry—no matter by what means of doing or 
not doing—and ignorance, the atsmosphere of the 
Papacy, and the mother of Romish devotion, will 
soon restore to our laity all that apparatus of su- 
perstition which the reformers stoimed ; all those 
sensible assistants of a faithless worship which were 
at once the delight and the degradation of the dark 
ages. An ignorapt Protestant ministry, or none 
at all,is the grand dessideratum of the court of St. 
Peter aud its earthly propoganda. 


Hoc ithacus velit, et magno mercentur Atride. 


“ A competent ministry, dispersed at proper in- 
tervals over our favoured land, would promote itt- 
felligence, order, virtue, and all the charities of 
the social state. But why speak Lofthese? Val- 
uable as they are, they are transitory too. They 
are things ‘seen and temporal.’—In the rich and 
tasteful Innguage of Robert Hall, ‘The happiness 
which Christianity couters in the present life are, 
blessings which it scatiers by the way in its march 
to immortality.” Here, Mr. President is the glory 
of the gospel.—It sheds the light of God upon our 
prospect of deathless existence. It give us ‘ ever 


‘Tasting consolation and good hope through grace.’ 


It proclaims ‘Jesus Christ and him crucified’ as 
the salvation of them that believe. And who may 
put the extinguisher upon its light, or covet—inn 
— avarice .---the monopoly of its blessings ? 

he glory ot our country is defective just in pro- 
portion as the Gospel is discharged or unknown 


in it. 
_ _ “Spread it then, . 
And let it circulate through every veia 
©} the repyblic ; that where freedom’s paw.'r 
}s felt, mankind may feel the Gospel too.” 
[Cox's Spectator, 
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CHARLESTON (8S. ©.) BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extracts from the last Report. 

“The march of the Bible cause is the leading 
moral characteristic of the present age. _ It antici- 
pates stupendous changes in the religious features 
of our world. It is innpossible tu review this march 
without feelings of exultation and holy enthusiasm. 
“It was in the first year of the present century, 
that a sage in the school of French Philosophy, 
with a most singular rashness of spirit, ventured to 
predict that twenty five years would place the 
Scriptures out of print—as a book of the past—its 
days gone by—unknown, and unread. The days 
of those years are filled. Aud Lehold the astonish- 
ing era in which we live !—It is literally true, thut 
-o vast and accelerated has been the increase of 
Bible Societies, that no report attempts to number 
them. They are starting daily into existence ove: 
the habitable globe. That of Great Britain con- 
nects with it more than 300 auxiliaries, between 6 
and 700 branches, and upwards of 2000 Associa- 
tions. It has already issued between four and tive 
millions of the Old and New Testament, and ex- 
pended between 5 and 6,000,000 dollars. It has 
promoted translation into 140 languages ; in &0 of 
which the Bible was never before publisbed. On 
the Continent of Europe there are 53 National 
Societies, independent gf their numerous branches. 
The Russian Bible Society alone has nearly its 
300 auxiliaries. 

“In Asia, eleven extensive Societies have been 
formed, with numerous branches ; that at Calcutta 
alone has issued 12,000 Bibles, and nearly 68,000 
New Testameuts. Much too might be said of the 
success of the Societies at Benares, Cawnpore, 
Trichinopoly, Colombo, Bellary, Ceylon, Suma- 
tra, Amboyna, Madras, Bombay, Astracan, To- 
bolsk, Smyrna, and Java. 

“In Africa, thereare now no less than four Bible 
Societies with their branches. 

“If such has been the history of the first twenty 
years of the Bible cause ; and if its power advan- 
ces by the very act of exertion, the results which: 
await us promise a spectacle of still deeper inte: 
est. The heathen it was said, would discard tle 
offer of the living Oracles—yet the heathen refu 
sed to verify this prediction of infidelity. The 
heathen fulffl the prophecy of the very book you 
disseminate—they literally * stretch forth their 
hands,’ and solicit the exercise of liberality in their 
behalf. It is no tale of fancy, but the narrative of 
unvarnished fact when we say that the Bible is 
welcomed into the wigteam of the Western Indian, 
the compound of the ignorant Eastern, and the 
hut of the African. Drfiiculiies which appeared 
insurmountable to mere human ingenuity, are gra- 
dually giving way under the unseen hand of Him 
who controls and changes, at pleasure, the desti- 
nies of nations. Prejudices which appeared fixed 
and inflexible, are weakening and retiving. 

“The very Jew who wears now but the single 
phylactery with the watchword of his pation on 
it, * The Lord is one,’ begins to see that the doc- 
trines of Messiah’s revelation do not contradict 
the assertion of old,‘ The Lord is one.’ The very 
Jews, so long dispersed and afflicted—a by-word 


the truth of the Scriptures—are beginning to in- 
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land of their pristine pride and glory, read, and 
compare the word of the Lord. 

“ Nor is thisall. The arm of Antichrist, whose 
strength is proportioned to the moral darkness in 
which it acts, is hourly weakening under the light 
of the Gospel. Its puny efforts in the churches of 
the East, during the past year, to suppress the cir- 
culation of the sacred volume, have only awaken- 
ed curiosity, and instituted more serious inquiry 
for the truth. 

“ No one can take the pains to examine the re- 
ports of those who are labouring inv these distant 
regions, without a stubborn conviction of these 
facts, as indicative of an advancing and astorish- 
ing change. 

“If the part which this society is permitted to 
take, in completing this moral revolution, be in- 
considerable in itself, the Board have the cousoja- 
tion of believing that they labour to paiticipate in 
that blessing given to one who conld do but little, 
yet who by that little obtained the encomiun— 
* She has done what she could.’ 

“Tn concluding their present report, the Board 
not only express their own encouragement in the 
duties which bave devolved upon them, but like- 
wise their earnest hope, that considerations, such 
as these, may give a new impulse to the operations 
of the Society. The work before us is not that of 
man. It stands apart fiom the ordinary con- 
cerns and interests of mere civil society. It is 
truly and emphatically the work of the Lord. It 
places every member in the responsible but most 
honourable place of a co-worker with Jehovah 
himself.” 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

Mr. Eprron,—I have lately listened with 
tauch gratification and instruction, to a series of 
discourses upon the christian Sabbath, considered 
as to its origin, perpetuity, change, and general 
nature. It is not my intention now to remark up- 
on them any farther than to acknowledge, that I 
have been, in common with others, entertained and 
edified ; have been furnished with stronger views 
of the fundamental importance of the institution 
to the existence of Christianity, chastised for my 
neglect of it, and quickened in my gratitude for 


My object is, to notice a subject, if ] may with- 
out invading the province of theologians, upon 
which the preacher incidentally touched, in which 
my own dear opinion is concerned :—* The time 
when the Sabbath should commence.” Though 
there are doubtless to be found vo umes of discus 
sion on this topic, by those who kuow where to 
look for them, L have read but little. [have been 
tu the habit, Mr. Editor, of keeping Sabbath eve- 
ning ; thy principal season being, until lately, that 
my parents did before me. Upon looking about 
ine, however, I think it has better ones ; and I wish, 
if it may be done without intrusion, the privilege 
of stating them with as much freedom and bold- 
ness as if I knew better. ryan 2 

The principal arguments for my choice, lie in its 
utility, or its subserviency to the object and end of 
the imstitution. But first let me premise, for the 
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subsisting, from one day to te next: that it might 
be at the same time, a double celebration and com- 
memoration of the great work of creation, and the 
greater work of redemption. That the act by 
which God sanctified and hallowed the Sabbath, 
was made with a prospective view to its change, 
and was not attached tmmoveably to the seventh, 
the first, or any other day of the week.—* And the 
Lord rested the seventh dav ; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it ;” the cre- 
ation of a Sabbath being the burden of the act ; 
but the day on which it was to be obsewed, an in- 
cidental appointment. The commanil is design- 
edly so couched, that its sanction should rest with 
equal propriety upon the seventh, or the first day, 
whenever we should have warraptable authority 
for so applying it. 

Now, though we are by no means like to make 
appointments for ourselves, when we have instrac- 
tions how to act, does not the substance of the in- 
stitution exist independent of the form by which ut 
is to be observed? It may be preserved, and I 
cannot but think is pveserved, whenever, in the 
absence of direct instructions, we fix as near as we 
know how, upon its proper portion of time, and 
consecrate it with pure thoughts and devotional 
feelings ; even though we should find ourselves in 
the event, mistaken as to the exact time and form. 
This I am constrained to believe, else, one portion, 
surely, of the christian world, is in a woeful error. 
The Christian Sabbath is not a formal ritual, that 
is discharged when we have measured off, with 
pharasaic exactness its proper time, or gove 
through with hollow solemnity its forms. It isa 
spiritual institution ; made for man, and not man 
for it. 

Now our sole imstructions with regard to the 
change of the Sabbath, being, not direct, but im- 
plied from the writings and example of inspired 
apostles, we have not the means of any farther ac- 
curacy as to particulars, than are furnished by 
their example and writings. And these as far as 
we are capable of judging from equivocal testimo- 
ny, enjoin the observance of Sabbath evening as 
strongly, at least, and I think stronger, than that 
of Saturday. This may be argued, first, from the 
absence of all proof that Saturday evening was ev- 
er religiously observed by them. ‘There is no rec- 
ord, amid all the particularity of the New-Testa- 
ment, of any meeting or assemblage for religious 
worship held on that evening. This would, [ ad- 
mit, prove nothing, were the other side of the ar- 
gument equally vacant of proof, except that it was 
at least no worse. 

Bat Iet us examine if it be. In the 20th chapter 
of Acts, and the 20th of Jolin, are to be found the 
following passages. “And (at Troas) upon the 
first day of the week, when the disciples came to- 
gether to break bread, Paul preached unto them 
(ready to depart on the morrow) and continued his 
speech until midnight.” Then in John: “Then 
the same day at evening being the first day of the 
week, when the doors were shut, where the disci- 
ples were assembied for fear of the Jews, came 
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you.” 

Now, I am not abant to comment upon the 
weight of these passages, for it is a species of dis- 
cussion that would not probally be attended with 
any conquest of opinion; and my own isin nohaz- 
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ted that eacli one should rate their bearing mpon 
the question at his own estimate, for if pronoun- 
ced of no weight, the scales are but left alike emp- 
ty. Suffice it to remark, that we depend for our 
mstructions upon the example of apostles who ac- 
ted under the influence of inspiration, and, in two 
instances, have we detected them, assembled for 
worship, and continuing their pious observance of 
the Lord’s day into the evening. And further, 
that one of those miraculous visits by which our 
Lord chose to confirm and honor his appointment 
of the new Sabbath, and from which the apostles 
deyjved their authority, happened on this evening. 

If all this, Mr. Editor, fails of settling the ques- 
tion, I think it at least leaves it in an attitude of 
doubt. But if this be not conceded, let us take 
the vote of the Christian Church upon the ques- 


tion, and in what attitude does itthen stand? For 


it ill becomes the little church of New-England, 
as efficient as she is, to cry, like the king of a pet- 
ty south-sea island, “am I not the mightiest on 
earth !” 

In fine, Mr. Editor, 1 believe I have accurately 
transferred to you my thoughts,—that it is not of 
the essence and substance of the Institution, that 
we should commence its celebration at the exact 
hour and momen, provided we are conscientious 
and ignorant of any direct appointment by God, 
Indeed a punctilious and universal notice of the 
precise time at which an event should be com- 
memorated, is impossible, were it essential. 

In the absence then, of any direct appointment, 
by God, argument drawn from the utility of one 
measure over another, to the main end and design 
of the institution, are admissible. This brings me 
to a second consideration of the subject, which ] 
will communicate, if you choose to make use of 
the present, at some future day. 

—= 
FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


PRAYER FOR OUR COLLEGES. 


Messrs. Epirors,-—I beg leave, through your 
useful paper to ipvite the public attention once 
more to the proposition which has been so often 
made, to set apart the 27:h of February as a day 
of Fasting and Prayer for our Colleges. From 
the time the proposition was first made, I have 
regarded it with great interest,and have yearly 
considered it a privilege to observe the day in 
union with my brethren, If there is to be a Jearn- 
ed and pious ministry in the world, the Spirit 
must be poured out upon the Colleges. If the 
iunmeasurable wastes of our own country are to 
be supplied with properly qualified pastors,—if 
enlightened piety is to prevail among our civil- 
fans, so far as to give stability to our republican 
institutions,—the Spirit must be poured out upon 
our Colleges, beyond any thing which the world 
has ever yet seen. If missionaries in sufficient 
numbers and with competent acquisitions, are to 
be sent to five hundred and fifty millions of Pa- 
gat und Mahometans, the Spirit must be poured 
out upon the Colleges, beyond what the imagina- 
tions of men have ever dared to conceive. 

[ was struck with a piece in one of the papers 
the other day, which ascribed the repeated revivals 
of religion in one of our most favoured Colleges 
to the habitual prayers of the ministers in the 

i ; and I have been grieved and as- 





v 

tonished to notice, in regard to another College, 
that it seems to be so little remembered in the 
prayers of its clerioa) Friends on the Sabbath, and 
on more public occasions. I really fear that this 
is one of the great neglects of Christians at the 
present day. How canthey expect that the world 
will be supplied with ministers and missionaries, 
if they do not pray for the influence of God onthe 
Seminaries of Learning ? Whence can they come, 
unless from those fountains? And how from those 
fountains, unless they are cleansed with the salt of 
grace ? And how can they be cleansed without the 
prayers of the churches? fs i* forgotten that it is 
made an unchanging rule, “! will yet tor this 
be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for 
them.” 

J understand from gooé authority, tat the re- 
vival which is now going on inone of our Col- 
leges, may be distinctly traced to prayers which 
went before, and among others to those which 
were offered in one or more of our Theological 
Seminaries. I could here disclose a scene truly 
‘affecting, did not a regard for the feelings of the 
actors whose modesty would shrink from the pub- 
lic gaze, seal my lips. But 1 hope the blessed 
youth in our Divinity Schools will be encouraged, 
and continue to pour fourth their weekly and dai- 
ly prayers for the Colleges which gave them birth. 

I have not time to enlarge; but I wish some 
abler pen would take up this subject, and that 
many pens would touch it, and throw it into every 
form, and hold it wp in all its interesting aspects, 
I hope that not a Christian in America, will fail 
to observe the 27th of February. « Minimus. 

— 
MISSION AT MALACCA.* 

The London Missionary Chronicle contains a 
brief account of the proceedings of the. English 
missionaries at Malacca, during the vear ending 
July 10, 1824. It is stwted, that at the morning 
and evening worship,in the Hall of the Anglo Chi- 
nese College, about 40 persons attend ; and in ad- 
dition to these, in the morning about 70 Chinese 
youths from the Fubkeen setool. The number of 
students in the College is 28, who are making a 
good proficiency inthe knowledge of Christianity. 
There are connected with the mission 8 schools, 
7 of which are Chinese, and contain upwards of 
200 scholars, which is twice the number that had 
attended in any former year. In all these schools 
Christian books are used, and are taken home by 
the scholars, and read in many instantees, by their 
parents. There had been distributed, since May 
1828, 272 Chinese Bibles, 972 Testaments, and 
14,100 Tracts. Inthe printing establishment, 14 
men are employed, 10 of whom are Chitnese.— 
Medical aid is daily given to the poor gratis. The 
number of patients during the year, had been from 
10 to 20 every morning, 

Chinese Emigrants.— Mr. Medhuvst, in a letter 
dated Batavia, Sept. 1, 1824, states the number of 
Chinese emigrants residing in different parts ofthe 
East, at upwards of one million.— Chrs. Mir, 

* A large peninsula of India beyond the Ganges, 


A HINDOO CONVERT. 


A recent arrival from Madras, brought aceon: 's 
of a man who had heen baptized a short time L- 
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fore, by a Missionary of the Church Missionary 
Society. When his determination to be baptized 
became known to his relations, several who lived 
with him, forsook him, others threatened him, and 
the wife of his bosom refused to return to his house. 
After some struggle between natural affection aud 
a consciousness of duty, and having received much 
appropriate advice from his teacher, he went to 
him, “ quite composed, and with joy in his counte- 
nance,” saying, “'The- Lord has given me grace. 
I cannot transgress against those words which you 
mentioned. I must love Christ mu:e than my 
wife and friends. I wili commend all things to 
God, and trust Him. He willtake care of me. 1 
sincerely wish, in the name of the Lord to be bep- 
tized to-morrow.” He was baptized aceordiugly 
in the presence of many heathen, besides the usual 
native congregation. “The same evenimg,” the 
Missionary writes, “ Cornelius (ihe name lie had 
received at his baptism) sas susamoned betore the 
Headman of his caste. This man had formerly 
been very kind to him. Wien be went with ihe 
catechist, he was asked why he had acted so fool- 
ishly as to embrace the christian religion. He re 
plied, ‘I have not acted foolishly ; for I believe that 
1 cannot be saved from eternal dammation without 
the Redeemer Jesus Christ.’ He (the Headmai) 
answered, ‘That is your misied mind, which 
makes you think thus. By what can you know 
that it is the word of the True God?’ His reply 
was, ‘Permit me to say honey is sweet, but its 
sweetness is known by him only who has tasted it: 
knowing no taste, nor what sweetness is, a man 
cannot conceive, by any descri, tion the sweetness 
of honey. Read but our true Vedam ; and, if you 
seek earnestly the salvation of your soul, you will 
then know that it is the word of the tre God,’ ”” 
[Hough's Reply. 


EVIDENCES OF CONVERSION, 

Nothing as evidence of conversion is to be 
relied on, taken by itself, which a person may 
possess, who has not experienced a change of 
heart. Of this kind of evidence is confidence 
in one’s good estate, Self-confidence is view- 
ed by some, as necessary in estimating Chris- 
tian character, and saving faith is defined by 
some to consist in the belief, that Christ died 


must appropriate to himself the blessings of 
Christ’s atonement so as to be fully persua-- 
ded, that Christ is about to save him in par- 
ticular, before he can have any evidence of 
saving conversion. But it is no difficult task 
for any one, to persuade himself, that Christ 
will condéscend to be his Savionr, and flatter 
himself in hope that his peace is made with 
God,—that God is his friend, and will not 
cast him off. Especially will it be easy for 


Evidences of Conversion. 
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their sins pardoned and their names written 
in the book of life. This confidence may be 
éxeited without any lioliness, and is the same 
in kind with that impevitent sinners fecl, who 
live in a state of security in sin, without God 
in the world. We have seen persons, who 
were ready to allege, that they had lived ma- 
ny years, withont any doubts in regard to 
their state, and without committing a sin, yet 
in the eye of charity, they were no more ho- 
ly than others. Their lives were by no 
means cortespondent with their declarations. 

They who embrace dangerous and fatal 
errors in sentiment, often manifest great confis 
dence in their good estate. They perhaps 
fee} more confident that it will be well with 
them after death than real believers do. All 
that is requisite to this self-confidence, is, to 
adopt the hope, that it will be well with us at 
last. Andin how many ways may this hope 
be excited, and thus a foundation laid for this 
confidence, without a change of heart? The 
present security of all impenitent sinners and 
self-deceived professors, is proof of the confi- 
dence they feel, that all in the cnd will be 
well with them. It is often the case that 
men are more bold and more presuming in 
maintaining error, than in holding to the truth: 
“There is a way, which seemeth right onto 
a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death.” They who have no claim to Chris- 
lian character often express more self-confi- 
dence and freedom from doubts, than emi- 
nently holy saints. Look at Infidels, Deists, 
Universalists, and all classes of scoflers, you 
will find them confident that they are right, 
aud that their principles will carry them safe- 
ly to heaven. Can this confidence in one’s 
sood estate be regarded as any real evidence 
of piety ? We fear for the results in the expe- 
rience of that man, who relies on this kind of 
evidence, and boasts of his freedom from 
doubts and from sin. We fear lest he has 
never seen the plague of his own heart, and 
never been truly humbled before God. He, 
who has seen himself in the light of God’s 
law, to whose view the depths of depravity in 
his heart have been opened, and who by 
sovercign grace has been brought to submit to 
Christ, will be self-diffident and will walk with 
cautious step. He knows his own insufficien- 
cy: that he cannot trust himsclf, that he is li- 
able to be self-deceived, and that it becomes 
him to take heed, lest after all, ke should be 
found at last in condemnation. We had rae 
ther see persons self-difident than self-confi- 
dent, tenderly solicitous to do right, than bold 
and carelessin regard totheir conduct. Doubts 
and {« iTS. though possessed of noe roodness in 
theinseives, are combined if the experience 


doubts and fears, and to settle down in the full | of all believers, and are of use in leading them 


belicf that their hearts have been reacwed— 


to selt-examination. They whio find that they 
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are desirous of doing the will of God, and 
who habitually endeavour to walk in the path 
of life, may hope, that God has begun a work 
of grace in their hearts, notwithstanding they 
have 1,0 great confidence in their good estate. 
Their lives must prove the reality of their 
faith, and though they have no assurance, that 
they are new creatures in Christ, still they 
are bound to walk in his commandments. 
Self-confidence is by no means essential to 
piety, and is no criterion by which to de- 
cide our standing before God. Let young 
Christians consider well this subject, and be 
careful lest they deceive themselves by reli- 
ance on this evidence. 

SSS, EE  EL._  SeEE____E_: 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 











BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIETY OF THE 
STATE OF NEW-YORK. 


The Executive Committee of this Socicty have issned 
a Circular from which we make the fotlowing extracts 


BELoven, 

God has promised, that “ The kingdom and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
shall be given tu the people of the saints of the 
Most High.” The time is approaching for the 
fulfilment of this promise. 

The organization and discipline of the armies of 
Zien are going forward with iacreasing harmony ; 
and unexampled success is attending their move- 
ments. The shedding forth of the Holy Spirit ow 
many thousands has eventuated in a great improve- 
ment of means, for carrying the triumphs of the 
cross into all the world. 

A large proportion of the saints are already im- 
hodied in Societies, to distribute the Scriptures— 
to send the gospe! among the destitute—to improve 
the rising ministry—to instruct the youth in Sab 
bath Schools and to reflect the light of the gospel 
on many places, by millions of religious tracts. 
These well concerted measures are accompanied 
with many prayers and the blessings of lite to 
numbers ready to perish. 

The Theological school established in Hamil- 
ton, New-York, in the spring of 1820, under the 
patronage of the Baptist denomination, is not far 
from the borders of a southern and western tract 
of new country, into which Providence is pouring 
an extensive population, unaccompanied with tle 
necessary provisions of the word of life. God is 
also raising up an increasing number of young 
men for the ministry, in the churches in New- 
York, Connecticut, the western part of Massachu 
setts, Vermont, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, who are 
looking to this institution for the improvement of 
their education. Thirty-one young men have re- 
ceived the honors of the Institution, and with the 
exception of one, recently taken from time, are la- 
= in different parts of the harvest. The 
8c now consists of about fifty, who are divided 
into three classes, with the exception of a small 
mumber in preparatory studies. ‘There are about 
thirty beneficiaries, and the class which will finish 
sheir studies in June, consists of seventeen. 


Afor stating the regular progress of the Institution, and 





appealing to the christian public for aid in erecting some 
necessary buildings, the Committee add :— 


The method God has adopted to select wis own 
mintstry, leaves human foresight and tiuman cal- 
culations out of the question. Any attempt to be 
beforehand with God iu electing men for the min- 
istry, May prove as erroneous as the choice of Jes- 
se among his sons, to fill the office of king in Isra- 
el. God, for reasons known to himself, passes by 
the majority of the wealthy, and calls his minis- 
ters from the plough, the shop, and the sheep-fold, 
and renders a large proportion of them, dependent 
on the churches and on the public, for the means of 
their education. 

Moreover we are tanght the necessity of adap- 
ting a course of education, to the circumstances 
under which our young brethren enter the minis- 
try, and to the nature and importance of their call- 
ing. It is far better for mavy young men, whose 
cali to the ministry is not known, before they are 
twenty or twenty-five years old, that they become 
thorough in the rndiments of a good English edu- 
cation, and well versed in the doctrine of Chiris- 
tian Theology, and the history and discipline of 
the Christian Church, than to pass superficially 
over these subjects, for the sake of an imperfect ac- 
quaintance with the learned languages. 

A considerable number of the beneficiaries of 
this school, are pursuing the former course, while 
others, under circamstances which in the judgment 
of this Committee, justify the measure, have com- 
hined in their classical course, the study of the 
Latin and Greek, and in some instances the He- 
brew, 





Extract from a Sermon in manuscript,—on Matt, 
vil. 16—21. 
Preached at the admission of several individuals to the 
communion of the church. 


“ But the application of this subject is most ob- 
vious and most interesting to the tudividuals who 
are now about to make their solemn declaration 
that Jesus is their Lord: and it is chiefly for them 
that I have introduced cn this occasion a subject 
80 appropriate to their cireumstances. Task your 
attention therefore, my dear friends, whjle I urge 
upon your notice for a single moment, the words 
of warning which the text contains. You are now 
to make a public professien of religion. What I 
wish to urge upon your notice at this time is not so 
much the unutterable soleamity of the act in which 
you are engaging ; or the amazing responsibili- 
ties which from this time you assume and acknow- 
ledge; or the crowns of glory which, if you are 
faithful to the end, you are to wear forever in the 
skies; but mainly this uth, which if you forget 
you are ruined—this truth, the mere profession of 
‘eligiou, in whatever circumstances, and with 
whatever solemnities, cannot make you christians. 
* Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven.” * Every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down 
and cast into the fire.” No matter where it nay 
be planted, whether in the deserts or by the water- 
courses, whether in the solitude of the wilderness, 
or among the greenest olive-trees in the courts of 
the Lord ; ‘ every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire. Some 
professors of religion, some high-toned professors, 
some professors who glory in their privileges and 


.— 
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talk much about their frames, will perish for the 
want of fruit—will be burned up with the wood 
and hay and stubble of this world to which, after 
all their professions, they belong. Never forget 
it. Your profession can do nothing towards se- 
curing your salvation. Many professors of reli- 
gion will lie down in hell for ever! «See to it that 
you are not of that unhappy number. 

* Say, worldlings—for I must address one word 
more to you—say, if judgment begin at the house 
of God, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear ?” 


SERMONS OF REV. DANIEL A. CLARK. 


To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 

Sir,—Some years ago, I heard a sermon preach- 
ed in one of our churches, by a stranger, with 
which ] was much pleased, and in which, if L might 
judge from the profound attention of the audience, 
those around me were as much interested as my- 
self. Llearned the next day that the preacher was 
Rev. Daniel A. Clark, the minister of Southbury, 
who since that time has removed to Ambierst, 
in Mass. This sermon, which was entitled, “The 
Church safe,” was soon printed and circulated ex- 
tensively. Since that period, I have read it sev- 
eral times, and always with new pleasure. The 
public also, have stamped their approbation upon 
this effort of the writer, by demanding successively 
two or three editions of i.* T learned a few days 
since, that an octavo volume of sermons, by the 
same respeetable author, has just issued from the 
pressin Amherst. Onexamination, | ‘nd the vol- 
ume to be handsomely executed, at the moderate 
price of one dollar fifty cents. The subjects dis- 
cussed, are those of acknowledged importance, 
and which may prolitably occupy the meditations 
of the man of the world, and of the disciple of 
Clirist. 

It is impossible in 9 newspaper paragraph to give 
an analysis even of one sermon, much less of a vol- 
ume. My object iv this notice, is merely to ac- 
quaint the friends of the writer, and the public, 
that the work is now published; and that if they 
have heretofore listened to him from the pulpit 
with profit, they may now from the press with siin- 
ilar pleasure and utility, learn from him the doc- 
trines and precepts of the gospel. The same 
originality of thought, fervor of expression, and 
pungent addresses to the conscience, will be recog 
nized in the printed volume, which those acquain- 
ted with the author have heard from his lips. As 
a specimen of the author’s manner, I will give a 
short extract from the 4th sermon, entitled, * The 
Gospel sustains the Law.” 

“The subject will, I hope, prepare us to con- 
template with honor, the condition of those con- 
gregations, Who have selected for theinselves a 


* It will be recollected also, that the substance of the 
sermon alluded to, has gone through several editions as 





‘one of the regul«r series of Tracts pubiished by the Anu * 


ican Tract Society,—and it will also be seen by an article 
in our last, that a premium of 50 dollars has been award- 
ed to Mr. Clark, by a Commitice in New-York, for wri- 
ting the best Essay “ on the duty of professors of religion, 
and especially those who have wealth, to consecrate 
their property to the spread of the Gospel.’ We mention 
these facts, as an additional recommendation to the vol- 


ume. —EFd. 
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| chemselves, 
dressed to their consciences with plainness, with 
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ministry, that builds its instractions on the ruins of 
the divine law. Would to God that L were mistak- 
en in supposing such a case toexist. But when I 
hear from lips that profess to have been touched 
with a coal from off the altar, that man is Quite an 
upright being, has committed a few errors only, 
and these all venial, not sufficient to condemu 
him ; that he needs no atonement nor Saviour, but 
to teath him, and be his pattern, and this Saviour 
not divine; when [hear cf seutiments like these 
from the pulpit; I fear there is a controversy with 
the law of God, and that it is meant to be under- 
stood, that he has relinquished his demand upon 
the sinner of a stricter obedience than he ts dispos- 
ed to yield, 

“Thus by putting aside the law as we suppose 
is done in the outset, and hewing down the whole 
system to accommodate it to this fatal error; the 
whole, though somewhat consistent with itself 
is rotten and deceptive. Thus the sinner is lulled 
and soothed, and when asleep, is kept slumbering 
till he is lost. He never has eny proper sense of 
his sins, nor respect for the violated law, nor re- 
gard for the holiness, and justice, ind teuth of God, 
He never becomes huinble, nor fears God, nor em- 
braces the Saviour, nor quits his sins The Gos- 
pel he hears, ts like the svren’s song that lures but 
to destroy. It keeps men stupid till itis too late to 
be anxious to any profit 

“@O, ve lost and ruined congregations! if my 
voice might reach you, IT would tell you to look 
well to the ministry you attend. While it pretends 
to offer you life, it may destroy you. If you find 
it aiming to lessen the number, and diminish the 
aggravations of your sins, you ought to suspect it. 
You never will betake yourself to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as your precious and only Saviour, till the 
commandment comes home te your bosom, bigh 
and imperious in its claims ; holy and just and good 
in all it requires, and in all it threatens. In the 
seuse of the apostle, sin must revive and we dic, 
else there can be no hope that we shall be made 
alive in Christ Jesus. The niultitudes who have 
zone to heaven, andthe whole army of believers 
who are bound thither, know the period when they 
felt themselves justly exposed to eternal death. 
The gospel that pretends to find you quite whole, 
and happy, needing only a little instruction, and 
perhaps some reformation, and aims not to alarin 
and distress you, you may rest assured, is a lie anc 
not the truth; it comes from hell, and not from 
heaven ; and if embraced, will conduct you back 
with it to the recesses of perdition.” 

The 12th sermon, which is entitled “ An honest 
Ministry,” is, I think, calculated to be particularly 
useful. Sermons on this subject, which like this 
are written in a spirit of faithtulness, and im the 
fear of the Lord, are demanded in every age of the 
church ; they are demanded now, and in our own 
country as well as iv other parts of the christian 
world. Ministers preach to others so often, that 
there is danger that they will forget to preach to 
When therefore a discourse is ad- 


pungency, and with aflection, it is to be hoped and 
expected that the truths delivered, will sink dee; 
into the heart, and their effects be visible iv the 
life and conversation, That sermons of this char 
acter are calculated to do much good, will be ap 
parent, when it is recollected that during the las: 
twenty-five years, which may with propriety he 
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called the season of revivals in the church of Christ, 
half the charches even in New-England, have not 
been refreshed by these gracious visitations from 
the Almighty. Over one parish the shower has 
descended, while another has been left lean and 
desolate ; but has not the Lord of the harvest been 
willing that each of the laborers should be success- 
fal in cultivating the spiritual field assigned to 
him? Has he not ofien said to these parishes, as 
he did to Jerusalem, “tlow often would | have 
gathered thy chiléren together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, bat ye 
would not 7” A Supscarper. 
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DANCING AND THEATRES. 


To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 


Sin.—Althovgh I have not been solirized to | 


contrivuie tothe columns of vour highly mseful 
and valuable paper, still certain crenmstances ha- 
ving recently occurred, under my immediate of 
servation, to the no small annovance of many 
frends of God and religion, | have been indaced 
bya sense of duty, as I have the honour of advo- 





cating the cause of my Divine Master, and a in- 
trusted with the care of souls, to offer for insertion 
in the Intelligencer, a voluntary contribution. Be 
lieving that itis designed as a vehicle, as its name 
imports, of usefal and Religious Iutelligence, and 





that consequently, you cenceive yourself bound | 
$0 combat the hy dra- headed monster vice, in what. | 
ever shape or posture he may appear. 

My object, however, at this time, is not to offer 
an elaborate essay on the subject about which | 
comp!ain; bat simply to state the existence of the 
evils, and to propose a few queries in relation there- 
¢o, with a view, if possible, of eliciting from vour- 
self, ar from one of your numerous correspondents, 
something in the shape of an essay, that may have 
a tendency, under the Divine bies<ing, either to 
adaninister a corrective and remedy the evils ; or 
to sisfy the perplexing inquires of the conscien- 
tious cisciples of the Lord Jesus Chrit, in rela- 
tiom 10 those evils; and the manner in which those 
members of Clurches should be dealt with, whe 
countenance them, ether om thems-lves, or in 
their children and domestics. It will, however. | 
appear evident to yourself and readers, that the 
writer of this article has been litle in the habit of 
obtending i thes way bos remarks apon the Clirts 
tion public; Tmean through the mediam of the 
press. At the same tone he would wish it cis 


tioctiy understood, that «eo too as he is honoured | 





! 
| 
| 


with a station of a labourer im the vieevard of th 
Lord, amd a herald of the eposs, he rewards him 
self bound, aud mopereousty becytt rncl ty considera- 
tions of eterna! iDpotance ™| “cry aloud aud 
spare not, to hi: np las roice like a trumpet, to 
shew the Lord's people their transgressious, and 
tre house of Jacob their sjys.’? 

The evils, therefore, to which I allude, are dan- 
cing and theatrical exhibitions. 

And the queries | would propose in relation to 
those evils are the following, viz. 

1. How far may professors of the Religion of | 
Jesus, who have passed from death to fife. have | 
partake? of the grace of God; and who profess to | 

/ 





regulate their fives and conduct by the secred prin- 
ciples of that Holy Book which teaches men 
throughout, that denying all ungodiiness and 
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worldly lusts, they should live soberly, and right- 
eously and Godly in this present evil world, coun- 
tenance by their perso..al attendance the above 
named assemblies, consistent with the principles 
coutained in the Volume of the Book, and how 
near do such professors approximate to the ob- 
servance of the apostolic requisition ? to “ abstain 
from all appearance of evil.” And moreover, 
when the Apostle says, “If meat cause my brother 
to offend, I wil! eat no flesh while the world stand- 
eth ;” and * wien ye sin against the brethren and 
wound their weak conscience, ye sin against 
Christ,” how much of Christian deference do such 
persons manifest to the sentiments and opinions 
of their fellow mem )ers of the household of faith, 


| whose tender consciences will not sutfer them to 
isubseribe to the propriety of such amusements ? 


, 


2. How much does the conduct of those who 
profess to be lovers of God, more than lovers of 


the world, and of pleasure, savour of true godli- 


vess, who either send their children, connive at, 
or furnish them with the means, that they may at- 
tend such places, when they have solemnly dedi- 
cated them to the Lord in the solemn ordinance 
of Baptism, and in the presence of a holy God and 
the solemn assembly, have voluntarily obligated 


‘themselves to train them ap in the nurture and 


admonition of tue Lord, to pray with and for them, 
and to instruct them to the extent of their capaci- 
ties, or camse them to he instructed, in the princi- 
pies of that Holy Religion, in which they profess 
‘o be initiated, and this too, when the minister of 
Jesus is obliged through sheer necessity to aban- 
don and suspend seme of his most precious exer- 
cises, such as Bible Classes, and Cateciletical Lec- 
teres, because of an nowillinguess on the part of 
the young and rising generation to attend them ? 
3. Te conclude, I would inquire on what scale 
the faith of such professors of the religion of Jesus, 
is graduated, that will cause it to rise or fall with 
every whim or caprice of thew children, in rela- 
tion to those amusements which to many pious, 
conscientious people are so offensive ? 


PHILO DEL 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
REVIVALS IN VERMONT 


Extract of a Letler from a gentleman in Middle- 
bury. Vt. to his friend in the vicinity of Boston, 
dated Jan. 7, 1826. 

Dear Sir,—Koowing the interest .you feel in 
the prosperity of our institution and the canse of 

Zon, 1 embrace this opportunity, to give you a 


| brief account of what the Lord is doing for us in 


this region. 

At the commencement of our College term, iu 
Septemlser, it was perceived that a very deep so- 
lemuity rested on the minds of a pertion of our 
pious students. Soonthere were great searchings 
of teart among all the professors, about 90 in mam- 
ter. In their stated religious meetings many 
confessions were made; and sucl: humility was 
manifested. The hopes of some were shaken, 
and the piety of all,or nearly ali, apparently in- 
eased. They began to act more like Ciiris- 
tians. avd extvbit a consistency of Christian de- 
portment. Gicat solicitude and fervent prayer 
for theic impenitent fiiends aud fellow students, 
Nor had they long wrestled iw pray- 
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er, before, it was evident, that their prayers were 
answered in copious effusions of the Holy Spirit. 
A general solemopity pervaded the Seminary—a 
solemnity, which might be scen and felt. Nearly 
all the members shewed evident signs of unusual 
serionsness, A large portion of those who had 
lived without hope, became anxious ; and several 
were soon under deep conviction. In the conrse 
of three or four weeks, a few began to indulge 
hopes ; and came forward as living witnesses of 
renewing grace. The work continued with great 
power and sieady progress in College, till about 
the beginning of December; when a large por- 
tien of the students leave us for three months, in- 
cluding the vacation of seven weeks, to teach 
schools, At that time nearly 20 had indulged 
hopes of pardon; and several others were deeply 
It is pow vacations and we hope and 
pray, that those who went away serious, will find 
peece in believing ; and return witha full purpose 
of heart, to consecrate themselvesto the service of 
God. 

Thisrerival, which has been peculiarly pleas 
ing in its character, bas not been confined to the 
College. Unusual seriousness, soon after its com 
mencement, appeared in this village. In some 
families, three or four have apparently been born 
again. Perhaps 100 might be safely accounted 
as fruits of the revival. And at no period has the 
work appeared more interesting, than at the pre- 
sent moment. It is rapidly spreading through the 
town; and we are expecting great things. Nor 
is the work of reformation confined to the town 
of Middlebury. The whole region for 30 or 40! 
miles seems to be more or less moved. In Rut- 
land, Castleton, Pawlet, Cornwall, Waybridge, 
Vergennes, and Burlington, in this state ; and in 
Hartford and Granville, in N. Y. we may say with 
confidenee, revivals have commenced ; and in 
some of these places with great power, From 
several other towns we hear favomable reports. | 
We have, indeed, great encouragement to hope 
for a general and powerful revival. Let us have 
your prayers, and the prayers of your beloved 
pastor, and other Christian friends to whom you 
may see fit to communicate this intelligence from 
the North.— Rec. and Tel. 


serous 





ANOTHER REVIVAL IN ELIZABETHTOWN, N. J. 


The following extract of a letter to the editors of 
the New-York Observer, from 2 highly resnected 
correspondent in Elizabethtown, relates some of 
the particulars. 


The first decided visible appearance was on the 
first Friday of December, which was observed as 
a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, by ap- 
pointment of the Synod of New-Jersey. From 
that time, the seriousness has been increasing, and 
for the last two weeks apparently with great ra- 
pidity and power. The number of cases of awa- 
kening, with which ] am acquainted, now amount 
to rising one hundred, and from present appear- 
ance, we hope that the number will soon be dow!- 
led and more. In the incipient state in whieh thy 
revival now is, | can say but tittle, tt was at first 
chiefly confined to the northern part of the congre- 
gation, in the neighbourhood commonly called | 
Lyon's Farms. For several mouths pre viens to | 
the Fast day, the professors in that neighbourhood 





hat been meeting weekly for conversation and 
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prayer, and this] consider as under God the prin- 
cipal means of this work. Professors in this neigh- 
bourhood are more engaged and quickened, than 
l think | have ever seen mi the course of my min- 
istry. The work is now progressing with power 
inthe town. In the western and southern neigh- 
bourhoods in the country, appearances are beco- 
ming favourable, thongh | know as vet of very 
few cases of awakening; a number of those whe 
have been awakened are vow rejoicing im hope, 
and give good evidences that they have received 
and welcomed the Saviour imo thei hearts; the 
subjects are as yet almost exclusively young peo- 
ple. We are expecting a great work ; and many 
of God’s people appear to have strong faith to be- 
lieve that the Lord is about to do a great work— 
I pray that according to their faith so it may be. 

I would only add at present, that a Female 
Boarding School, which was signally visited in 
1807; the fronts of which visitation are found in 
different parts of our connotry, ornaments to ther 
sex, and to the christian protession, is again visit- 
ed in perhaps, an equally remarkable manner. 


“ Verily she hath cast in more then they all.” 


The following interesting circurnstance, was first 
brougkt to light by a voung ladv of New-York. 
On her weekly visit from the Bible Association, to 
which she belongs. she chanced to step mto a low 
cellar, where she found a coloured woman far gone 
in the consumption, with her aced husband sit- 
ting by her bedside, and another coloured woman, 
about the age of forty, acting in the capacity of 
purse and servant. ‘The veung lady told them 
her business. When the sick womon heard that 
she was on an errand of merev, her withered and 
sickly, gouptenance assumed for » moment the 
glow and brightness of youth. After expressing 


fa stedfast hope of salvation through the merits of 


a crucified Saviour, she gave the tollowing epito 

me of her life: Buta few years ago, she was a 
slave in New-Orleans; by industry and economy, 
she and her busband were enabled to purchase 
their freedom; and in the course of two or three 
years to lay up about 400 dollars. Sitting in the 
door of her cottage one morning, she heard that a 
number of slaves were to be sold at anction that 
day. ‘She determined to go and see the sale, and 
if possible buy one of them. Said she to herself, 
“[ have so much money, and if I can make it the 
instrument af redeeming one of my fellow beings 
from slavery, then IT can say to my soul * depart in 
peace.’” She went, and purchased one for two 
hundred and fifty dollars. But now, said she, I 
must place her undey the sound of the gospel. She 
took passage for herself, her husband, and her hib- 
erated friend for this city, where they arrived about 
six monthsago. Whenthey came ashore, “ Now” 
said she, “ you are in a free state, were the privi- 
leges of the gospel are enjoyed, all that [ask for 
my kindness to you, is, that you strive to make 
vour peace with God. If you live with me, and 
with me work for vour support, [shall be rejoiced ; 
vou ave at liberty to act as you please”? She ac 

cepted of her invitation—acts as her nurse —and ts 
now rejoicing in the merey of God. Ob! let us 
now cease ecnulogtsing the Howards and Wilbe:tor 

ces, and other great wen of the earth, who have 
contributed of their abundance, for the emancipa- 
tion of the wretched. Here is an aged, illhterete, 
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degraded daughter of Africa, who gave her ail to 


redeem one soul. Let us go and do likewise.— 
Vv. ¥. Obs. 


CHINESE IDEAS OF HELL. 


The Rev. Dr. Morrison gives the following account of 
Chinese opinions of the punizehment of the wicked ina 





future world. 

The ghosts or souls of deceased human beings 
are passed from one court to another, each court 
having its appropriate department and peculiar 
punishments. The fifth court bas attached to it a 
lofty terrace, 81 Chinese miles im length, surroun- 
ded by trees, whose Lranches and leaves are 
swords, and from this place called Weng heang 
Tue, “View Native-village Terrace,” wicked 
souls are broucht to see and hear all that is said 
and done in their native place after their death. 
Below the wall of the terrace are hills stuck (ull of 
swords, on which the wicked are thrown, afier they 
have seen and heard what is doing by their (riends 
and foes on earth. Virtuous persons never ascend 
this terrace ; and those whose virtues and vices ex- 
actly balance each other, are sent back to the 
world without ascending t. But the wicked are 
conducted to it; and the wicked souls, when they 
Jook back on their now deserted houses, see “ their 
Jast will and testaments disobeyed—their insiruc- 
tions disregarded—they see domestic affairs (which 
should not, for three years after the death of a fa- 
ther, be at all altered) all completely revolutioni- 
zed, and every usage changed—the most bitter 
wrangling and strite among kindred about thei 
property, till it be shifted from hand to hand and 
wasted—the souls of deal wives see their hus- 
bands, and dead husbands see their wives imine- 
diately thinking of marrying again—their lands 
and houses partitioned, and their estates broken 
up—debts, which had long ago been paid, reclaim. 
ed and exacted to the utmost—for want of clear 
accounts and evidence, pecuniary affairs all in con- 
fusion—the kindred are enraged, and abuse the 
deceased—the wicked see their sons and daugh- 
ters each cherishing selfish schemes, and their 
friends acting treacherously—they see a few per- 
sens who seem to remember the dead, touch the 
coffin, and ery once, but inwardly sneer and laugh 
twice. Some wicked souls sec a still heavier ret 
ribution: wives see their husbands subjected to 
public punishments —bhusbands see their wives vis- 
ited with some extraordinary disease—parents see 
their sons unnaturally abused, and their dangh- 
ters prostituted—their estates completely ruined 
and their houses burnt with fire, and all their do- 
mestic affairs, both great and small, entirely sub- 
verted and destroyed, &c. 

After this humiliating sight, the wicked are sent 
guarded by the demon-police, to one or other of 
the sixteen liitle hells belonging to this filth court, 
where their hearts and viscera are extracted, and 
given to serpents and dogs to eat. Iu these halls 
of judgment, the first class of criminals includes 
those who did not venerate gods and demons, and 
who doubted the doctrine of retribution; then 
those who destroyed the life of some creature ; 
next those who before they had fulfilled their vir- 
tnous vows, fell into the practice of every vice; 
those who attached themselves to depraved, false, 
and stupifying crafis or arts, with the foolish ex- 
pectation of long protracted fife ; those who insul- 








Chinese ideas of Hell.—Rev. Dr. Bogue. [Jan. 


ted the good and feared the wicked, and were vex- 
ed that certain other men did not soon die: these 
are the lewd, the avaricious, the selfish, the thiev- 
ish, the ungrateful,the strife makers, the fraudu- 
lent and deceivers of mankind, lovers of war and 
of conquest, who involve the rvin of many ; envi- 
ers and haters of good men, the obstinately stupid 
and slanderous, professed unbelievers of rewards 
and punishments, those who hinder the doing of 
good deeds ; those who in pretence, go to temples 
and burn ineense, while they prate about other 
men’s faults ; those who burn or destroy books or 
papers which exhort men to virtue ; those who re- 
peat the name of Budh; who recite prayers and 
unprecations, and perform other Budhistic observ- 
ances, without attending as they onght to fasting 
and abstinence; those who vilify Budhism 4nd 
Laoukennism ; those who know the use of letters, 
but will not take ancient and modern essays (which 
teach rewards and punishments, and admonish the 
world.) and read them to women and young per- 
sons, for their information ; those who obliterate 
other people’s graves; those who spread fires over 
hills and forests, by which they destroy living 
creatures; those who by neglect, allow their do- 
westics to set houses on fire, and involve their 
neighbors ; those who shoot creatures with arrows 
or bullets ; those who poison fish by drugs thrown 
into the water ; those who make nets, and birdlime, 
and traps; those who veglect to inter dead cats 
and poisonous serpents; those who clandestinely 
encroach on government roads, or by power usurp 
the people’s land ; these who fill up wells or dam 
up streams of water. 

The persons who have committed the above 
named sins, on undergoing the punishments inflic- 
ted by the fifth court, will be passed on to the 
sixth, to ascertain what other crimes they may 
have committed ; but ifon the eighth day of the 
first moon they repent, fast, and swear not again 
to commit such crimes, the punishments of the 
fifth court will be remitted, and a favorable report 
made to the sixth, that the punishments appropri- 
ate to it, may be lightly inflicted, &c. 

A special punishment is prepared for priests, 
who receive money to read prayers for the dead, 
and who slur them over in a hasty manner, with 
omissions. Among the lists of crimes judged of 
by others of the ten courts is this horrifying one :— 
‘In times of famine, slicing off the flesh of dying 
persous to make pies for the living.’ 


REV. DR. BOGUE. 

We announced, not long since, the death of this valued 
man. We here extract from the London Evangelical 
Magazine, a short account of some of his last moments. 

Dr. Bogue enjoyed his usual health till within a 
weeks of lis decease. He liad taken a tong jour- 
ney together with the Rev. Messrs. Campbell and 
Hunt, mm the month of August last, in the counties 
of Warwick and Stafford, &c. to preach and make 
collections for the London Missionary Society ; 
and he had continued to preach to his own con- 
gregation at Gosport usually thrice on the Sab- 
bath, until the beginving of August, when the 
place was shut up for repairs. 

Ii was remarkable that the last sermon he preach- 
ed in his own pulpit, on the Sabbath before it was 
shut tip, was from the apostolic benediction, “ The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you,” 1 
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Cor. xvi. 23.; and on the 16th of October, the 
Sabbath before he left home, tre preached two ser- 
mons in the vestry, from Gen. v. 24., the first from 
the former clause, “ dad Enoch walked with God :” 
the second, the last sermon he ever preached, from 
“ He was not ; for God took him :” thus closing, 
amongst his beloved, and now mourning flock, the 
pasioral labours of forty-eight years. 

On Tuesday, October the 18ih, he travelled by 
the stage from Gosport to Brighton, where au 
Auxiliary Missionary Meeting for the County of 
Sussex was to be held. He arrived about dinner 
time, and in the evening offered up the prayer be- 
fore the sermon, which was preached by the Rev. 
George Clayton, at the Rev. Mr. Goulty’s chapel. 
D:. Bogue was then in pain, and he became very 
ill after reaching Mr. Goulty’s house. Medical 
a‘lvice was inmediately obtained from Mr. Fletch- 
er, a surgeon, (Mrs. G’s brother,) who resided with 
the family. But the case soon becoming very se- 
vious, the assistance of another surgeon, an elderly 
gentleman of eminence in the town was called tn. 
The most prompt and suitable means were em- 
ployed dwing the night, but with little success. 
The patient sutlerer continued under the painful 
pressure of hi$ disorder (ischuria) until Sunday 
noon, when it was hoped that he had been effec- 
tually relieved. These hopes, however, proved 
delusive ; for in the afternoon of the same day he 
became evidently worse, and the expectation of 
protracting so valuable a life gradually vanished. 
In the forenoon of the next day, the painful duty 
devulved upon a near relation to intimate to him 
the opinion which the medical gentlemen enter- 
tained of his case. He received the information 
with his accustomed composure, and only said: 
“ Well, my dear, the will of the Lord be done !” 
He then desired that the 32d Psalm should be read 
to him ; after which, directing the door to be clo- 
sed, he offered up a fervent and affectionate pray- 
er on behalf of his beloved family ; distinctly com- 
mending each of them by name to God, with pe- 
titions adapted to the case of each. 

During his painful illness he did not speak 
much, but what he did say was much to the pur- 
pose: “I'know,” said he, “in whom I have be- 
lieved,” &c. And, like many other dying Chris- 
tians, rejoiced to reflect that he had become inter- 
ested in the blessings ef the Gospel before the ar- 
rival of sickness and death. He took also pecul- 
jar encouragement froin that promise, of which 
Mr. Goulty reminded him, “I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” “©,” said he, * that pro- 
mise is of the highest character.” His heart con- 
tinued to the last fully alive to the great cause ot 
missiuns, and ke spake more than once to the Sen- 
jor Secretary of the Society, and to others who 
visited him, of the progress and prospects of the 
Missionary Society ; he took peculiar pleasure in 
observing the talents and zeal displayed by young 
ministers in the cause. In a letter to the Secreta- 
ry a few weeks before, he says, “We remember 
the difficultses and discouragements we met with 
in the early days of the Society ; but how pleasing 
it is now to find the cause almost universally en- 
gouraged, and the zeal of its friends increasing 
from year to year; and what praise is due to God 
for what he hath wrought! God honoured us and 
our biethren to be instruments in establishing the 
glorious iwstitution. Let us rejoice that younger 
men ave raised up, who will carry on the work, 
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and raise the building higher. [tis but a small 
portion of our time that remains to es here below. 
May we be enabled to devote it entirely to the glo- 
ry of God, and the salvation of souls.” 

So calm, so composed, so peaceful, was his 
frame of mind during the whole of bis illness, 
that those around him could not help saying, 
“ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
fur the end of that man is peace.” Such indeed 
was the end of this man of God, it seemed, as 
some of them said, to invite them to come and 
die with him, anel to pray that their last end might 
be peaceful and serene like his. 

Having, like the pious patriarchs of old, blessed 
his children, (and no doubt they will always es- 
teem his dying petitions for them invaluable bles- 
sings,) he fell into a kind of stupor, which contin- 
ed ali the following night; and ow Tuesday morne- 
ing, October 25th, about wine o’clock, he peaceful- 
lv departed to the presence of that glorious Re- 
deemer whose kingdoin he had for ball a century 
successtuily laboured to advance. 

As soon as the information of Dr. Bogue’s de- 
cease reached London, an extraordinary meeting 
of the Directors was called, on Weduesday eve- 
ning, 26th October, and the following resolution 
passed : 

“ In recording this mournful event, the Dire 
tors would express the feelings of their minds on 
the solemn occasion; their deceased friend was 
one of the very first projectors of the Missionary 
Society ; toward the establishment of which he 
materially contributed, and for the extension and 
prosperity of which he has directed the best ener- 
zies of his powerful and well informed mind fer 
the space of thirty years. By his prayers, his wei- 
tings, his example, his journeys, and above all, by 
his direction and superintendence of the Missiona 
ry Seminary at Gosport, in which many eminent 
and useful missionaries have been trained, he has 
been rendered, by the blessing of Ged, one of the 
chief instruments of the Society’s prosperity. The 
loss of such an efficient and disinterested labourer 
cannot be calculated.” 

EDUCATION OF MINISTERS. 

The following mild and convincing remarks 
upon this subject, are from the Baptist Register, 
and are now submitted for the consideration and 
hel» of those minds which sul! eutertaia doubts o1 
the subject of ministerial education. 

“And whereas there are some good hones 
people who object to a Theological Instituuon, 
for the benefit of indigent aod other young men in 
the ministry, and plead that there is uo divine 
warrant for it—that it is useless, Nc. theretore, to 
such I would remark, that the ancient prophets, 
as far back as Samuel, had their sehvols for young 
prophets, Our Lord at an eaily period iu his 
ministry called his apostles, and most of the tine 
he abode ow earth, he kept them with bim, and 
instructed them ; which was @ lar superior prepa 
ration to go forth into the ministiy, to any tha 
ean be obtained fomman. And young Timothy 
served with Paul, as a son with a father, mm the 
gospel. Piil. ii, £2. 

And now I candidly ask, whethe: 
ers may not With propriety visit aged experienced 
ministers in order to obtain instruction, and stay « 
day ora week? May not several of them agree 
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to gO together, and appoint when they will go) 
again 2? What impropriety in arrangwg so as to 
have two or ovore experionced ministers present 
with them at the same time 2 What harm if they 
should agree to meet statedly in this manner for 
sach purposes? And why not fix on some place, 
where many sway have the same benefit 7 

Yer after all, I would be the last to inculcate 
confidence in an asm of flesh. The best of men 
are bot wstruments: God isthe great Agent. Yet 
»s he ewploys a great system of means to effect 
his purposes, I see no cause to reject them. The 
first qualifications for a gospel minister, are the 
triumphamt exercise of all the graces in the heart; 
the soul glowing with love to God, to the church, 
and to souls generally; lively zeal, and arduous 
labour to promote the kingdom of Christ in the 
world; together with much prayer, humble depen- 
dence ou God, Christian ineekness and self-deni- 
al. These are the grand qualifications for a gos- 


these are the mistress: yet the handmaid is much 
needed.” 


——— 


ALPHABETS. 


The English language contains twenty-four letiers ; 
to which, if we add j and v, consonants, there will be 
twenty-six; the French contains twenty-three; the 
Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, and Samaritan, twenty- 
two each; the Arabic, twenty-eight; the Persian, 
thirty-one ; the Turkish thirty-three; the Georgian, 
thirty-six; the Copic, thirty-two; the Muscovite, for- 
ty-three; the Greek, twenty-four ; the Latin, twenty- 
two; the Slavonic, twenty-seven ; the Dutch, twenty- 
six; the Spanish, twenty-seven; the Italian, twenty ; 
the Ethiopic and Tartarian, each two hundred and 
two; the Indians of Bengal, twenty-one; the Bara- 
mese, nineteen. The Chinese have, properly speak- 
ing, vo alphabet, except we call their whole language 
by that name ; their letters are words, or rather hi- 
eroglyphics, amounting to eighty thousand. 


RARE LIBRARY. 

The rare library belonging to Messrs. Nicoll, the 
printers, has been lately sold. Among the most curi 
ous articles were the origival Scottish League and 
Covénant, a MS. on parchment, and a very ancient 
Hebrew MS. of the Pentateuch, on vellum ; for the 
latter of which, it is suid, a learned Jew offered 
1.2001. Neither of these articles were sold. A 
French MS. Poem of the fourteenth century, illumi- 
nated, was bought for 441. The Mentz or Mazarin 
Bible, printed ou vellum by Guttemberg and Faust, 
was bought for 480 guineas. The Duke of Sussex 
bought a Latin Bible, without date, place, or vaimne 
of the printer, but undoubtedly from the press of 
Ulric Zetl, for 44 guineas; and the Latin Bible, prin- 
ted at Nuremberg 1475, for 4S]. 

By au official Keport of the business of the various 
offices for fire jasusaneers in England, it appears 
that there are furtysex offices or companies, and that 
the amount of duty paid to Governmeut for msuran- 
ces eliected by thei, forthe last year, a:mounts to 
59,3771. The duty being three shillings for every 
KKM. msured, the to‘al amount of property insured 
is, in wound numbers, about 439,585,000], 


PRUSSIA. 


A royal edict has been issued in Berlin, forbidding 
the publication of all works against the established 
religion ; at the same time ordering that, in all discus- 
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the heart of the humble believer. 
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should be avoided. Defamatory writing is forbidden. 
The author is obliged to senda copies to the Berlin li- 
brary, to the university, and the censor, as before 
Ne forcign work must be sold withuutexpress permis- 
siva 


— = 


POLAND. 

The following information is extracted from the re 
port of the Minister of the Interior, Count Mostow- 
ski, as to the state of affairs during the last four years. 
In consequence of the number of the Reformed, six- 
teen extra parishes have been created, and the peo- 
ple have already commenced building houses for 
their Lutheran ministers. The regulations for the 
Jews have been newly modelled, and inspectors have 
been established to watch over the aflairs of the Eccle- 
siastics. The funds allowed for public instruction 
have amounted to 6,536,509 florins, and the profits 
arising out of the schools amounted to 896,754 flor- 
ins; which sum has remunerated the temporary 
class-masters, and purchased a great addition of 
books, mathematical instruments, &c. The botani- 
cal garden contains 10,000 species of plants. The uni- 
versity library has 150,000 volumes, among which are 
many rare and curious works. Tlie institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb supports twelve of this unhappy 
class of persons, who are taught various works. Sun- 
day schools are open in various parts of the kingdom. 
Limits have been made to civil procedures; so that, 
in the last four years, 15,908 causes have been deter- 
mined by justices of the peace.  lron rail-roads 
have been constructed from Kalish to Brezesc, sixty 
German miles in uninterrupted length. Numerous 
high-roads have been constructed, and 523 bridges 
The country has ceased to be tributary to foreign na- 
tions in many important points. The manutactory of 
cloth is sufficient for the wants of the people. More 
than 10,000 foreign manufacturing families have peo- 
pled new towns. The mines of Poland produce, 
independently of silver, copper, and lead, large 
quantities of iron, zinc, aud pit-coal. The report ex- 
hibits a great improvement in the manufactures aud 
general prosperity of the country. 


THE PRAYER MEETING. 


It is delightful, after the labors of the day 
are closed to assemble with the people who 
collect in our country villages, for the purpose 
of spending an hour in prayer. It is attend- 
ed with no noise, One individual afier an- 
other enters and falls silently into his place,, 
till a sufficient number are collected to begiu 
the exercises, Silent greetings are exchany- 
ed, and a few words by way of encourage- 
went and consolation are whispered from one 
to another. ‘The Bible and the hymn-book 
are brought forward, and all reverently com- 
pose themselves for the duties of the meeting. 
The good man “wales” a portion of Holy 
Writ, and “ with solemn air” commences the 
worship of God. A hymn is read, and the 
little band lift up their voices in their Crea- 
tor’s praise. The prayer follows—exhorta- 
tions succeed, and we may believe that the 
blessings of Heaven often descend “ as the 
dew upon the mountains of Zion,” to refresh 
Good it is 
for Christians “ to speak often one to anoth- 
ex’ —pleasaut to feel that the presence of 
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Christ is vouchsafed to grace such unostenta- 
tious mectings—and more than all the Chiris- 
tian disciple comes out from such places, bet- 
ter prepared to resist temptation—strengthen- 
ed for the conflicts which await him—and 
looking up with a holier confidence to the 
world of unclouded light and blesseduess. 
The eye of the uninterested spectator sees 
nothing in all this to adinire. He finds reli- 
gion without her pomp, and turns aside and 
passes on. ‘The scoffer indeed honours them 
now and then with a malignant sneer, and the 
better disposed call it the effects of a harm- 
less delusion. But far the greater part are 
ignorant, or forget, that there are any who 
turn aside to think and pray for a careless 


Reformation among Seamen 


“ World who thinks not on herself.” 


Those who join in the scenes of worldly 
amusement, where amidst the bursts of the 
music and the revelry, God is forgotten, look 
upon the joys of the humble Christian as in- 
sipid and dull. ‘They think there is nothing 
of life in them. ‘True, there is no note of 
preparation—there is no assemblage of beauty 
and fashion ; there is no spirit stirring music 
—no halls lighted up, and decked with the 
blandishments of art, by which pleasure lures 
giddy and unthinking votaries. But there is 
often found the “ music of a thankful heart.” 
The assembling speaks of a preparation as 
august as the assembling of all this world’s 
generations. The prayer which is breathed 
forth, asks for pardon and forgiveness, aud 
sends up its aspirations to be admitted into the 
“company of the just made perfect.” The 
hymn which is sung, tells of joys, “ pure un- 
earthly joys ;” beauty, undecaying beauty ; 
and of bowers and streams, even the bowers 
and streams of paradise. I have seen the 
world, and mixed with its companies, and 
have ever gone away disappointed. Ihave 


joined in the mirth and noise of dissipation, 


and found that “ in laughter the heart is sad.” 
{ have entered the garden of pleasure, and re- 
velled for a while on its sweets! yet, alas ! 
{ have ever found the thorn of remorse lodg- 
ed under its fairest flowers. But I have tak- 
en sweet counsel and gone where two or three 
were met in the name of Christ, and have 
there found a “ peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding.”— Zion’s Watchman, 


REFORMATION AMONG SEAMEN. 


Some of the most pleasing testimonies of 
the reformation of sailors, generally, and of 
individuals particularly, have been given to 
the writer, by several captains of vessels, who 
have expressed their pleasure and surprise in 
witnessing the pleasing change. Our captain 
remarked, “ I have been in the merchant ser- 
vice more than forty vears; Lean recollect 
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but a few years ago there was no such thing 
as walking along the streets ia our ports with- 
out witnessing continual rows and quarrellings 
between sailors, watermen, and others. Why, 
I tell you what, Sir, the Bethel flag has done 
more for seamen, to make them steer steady 
wheu they get on shore, than all the most 
frightful storms at sea.” Another captain 
said, “ Sir I never saw such a change among 
our seamen in my life; L have been in the 
sea service from a boy, which is more than 
thirty-seven years. I have been too well ac- 
quainted with the life of a seaman not to know 
its sins and follies, and all the vices of a sai- 
lor: (alas! for me, I hope God will forgive 
me.) I have been chiefly in the foreign trade 
the last eight years, till lately I am more en- 
vaged in the home trade. I never saw such 
a change in sailors in my life : it is true there 
are some as fond of rows or a spree as ever, 
but I am sure when I saw so many good stea- 
dy, praving seamen, whom our lads called 
“ Bethel men,” I told my ship’s company it 
was time for us to “join the fleet,” and be- 
come “ Bethel men” too; and I bless God 
that I have not hoisted the Bethel flag on 
board our ship in vain; forthe Bethel men 
are the best men after all.” Similar testimo- 
ny has been borne to the reformation of in- 
dividuals who were once notorious for vice 
and prodigality 3 but now, through grace, have 
become eminent for piety, zeal, and religion. 


ORDINATION, 

Ordained, on Wednesday, Jan. 4th, by the 
Presbytery of Troy at North-Pittstown, Mr Son 
OMON LYMAN, as Pastor of the United Congrega 
tions of North and South Pittsiowa, The Rev. 
John Younglove, of Brunswick, made the intro- 
ductory Prayer; Rev. Nathaniel 5S. Prime, of 
Cambridge, presided, and preached the sermon, 
from 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16 ; Rev. Nathan S. 8. Beman, 
of Troy, made the Consecrating Piayer ; Rev. Ub 
enezer Cheever, delivered the Charge tothe Pas 
tor; Rev. ‘Thomas Fletcher, of Schagticoke, gave 
the Charge to the people; Rev. R. K. Rodgers 
made the Conchiding Prayer. 


— Obituary. 





al 





Dirpd,—la this ity on the 15th alt, Mr. biisha W. Aus 


tin, formerly of Durham, Ct. aged Sy ; oa Mouiay mor- 
ning last, Nr. David W. Gilet, need 50 

At Bethlem, Miss Olive Mourtin, aged 21 

At Humphreysville, on the Ist jest. of & pulmonary con 
sumpuon, Mrs Grace Wooster, aged 27, 
Clark W. 

At North Guilford, on the LO: inst 
aged 69. 

At Wallingford, Jap. Ist. My. Ebiaph Munson, 
on the 16th ist. Mr. James Hough, aged 61; oo the th 
Mrs. Eliza Carrington, wife of Mr, Liverius C. aged 6 

At Guilford, Miss Juliana Spencer, daughter of Cap! 
Richard Spence: ; Miss Abigail Walstone, cacgiter o 
Mr. Thomas Walsione : Mies Lenth Powers, «20 

Al Wethersticld, N \ Vir lhom is tis. Aiwater, eged 
about 30, formerly of lamden, 

At Boston, Mrs. Kuth Gray, wife of Ms. Jolin GQ. agef 
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0 thiak on the mariner, toss'd on the billow, 
Afar from the home of his childhood and youth :— 
No mother to watch o'er his sleep-broken pillow, 
No father to counsel, no sister to sooth. 


Alone ‘mid the wastes of the desolate ocean, 
His prison-house floats at the sport of the wind ; 
Leaving all that his bosom regards with devotion, 
Society, kindred, and country behind. 


Ab! litie know ye, who are peacefully sleeping, 
Os home's downy pillow, unwakened and warm; 

The woes of the Seaman, his dreary watch keeping, 
Amid all the horrors of midnight and storm. 


Oh, say! shall the wretch thus to banishment driven, 

From all that entwines round the bosom below, 

Be sternly shut out from communion with heaven, 
And end his sad life in the mansions of wo ? 


Poar, pour on his pathway of tempest and gloom, 
The radiant light of the gospel of peace ; 
And Bethlehem’s star shail his passage illume, 
To the haven where darkness and tempest shall cease. 








SATURDAY EVENING. 

It is proper, often to call ourselves to a solemn account 
for the time past of our lives; bot particularly so at the 
close of our days, months, and years. Aad at the close 
of the week, when our toils are done, and we may per- 
haps be seated at the door, or by the fireside, with our 
families around us, and the prattling babes about our 
knees, avd the thousand little nameless comforts, which 
cluster together in our imaginations, when we hear of 
Saturday night at home ; at such a season, if we are people 
of any serious thought, our minds must in some measure, 
be taken up with sober reflections. There is something 
peculiarly solemm in the eve of the Sabbath, in the return 
of laborers, and the preparation for rest. And even 
where we do not observe the eastern custom of commen- 
cing our Sabbath on Saturday evening, yet the Lord's 
day seems to dawn, and the cessation of cares to betoken 
something peaceful, and the expectation of appruaching 
solemuities to calm the soul: so that the man must be pe- 
culiarly volatile, or peculiarly stupid, who is not of neces- 
sity thrown out of the common toute of his giddy, or his 
busy thoughts, when the cuddy streaks of the west are be- 
gianing to grow dusky, aad the week seems fading away. 

ad what ae the thoughts wiich a Conscieatious peison 
would have, and which of gourse, we al! ought to have, at 
such atime! A week is past ; let my thoughts ron throagh 
tts business; and let conscience pass a faithful sentence. 
Am | a betier man, a better hushand, a beuer wite, a bet- 
ter neighbor, or whatever be my cailing, and whatever 
the duties which it lays upon me? Am i more satisfied 
with my conduct than I was the week before’? If lam 
not, Thave lived in vain. What have F dove for the good 
of the neighborhood’ What for the public good? How 
have | been prospered in business, and how nave | showa 
my thankfalwess by administering to the necessities vi 
those around me?’ Are vo sick afflicted strangers in my 
viciwity’ If mot, is not thes the most favored spot under 
heaven? And if there are, what have I done for tneir 
relief? Tf in nvae of these things I have been improving, 
J am inving for myself, a selfix<h niegard, nnworthy of the 
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name of man or Christian. Am I better prepared for dy- 
ing than I was last Week ?—And when I look forward, 
how am I going tos next week ; and what new pro- 
ject for improve ave 1 in mind? And how I 
about to sanctify the Sabbath? And what can I do for 
the good of others ? 

These are, in truth, plain and simple notions; but they 
are such as oiien come into the head of a plain man in the 
couatry. 


THE BIBLE. 


When we cast our eyes back 464 years, there was not 
a bible in our language. Joha Wickliffe was the first 
man who wnadined this book into English. This was 
done in 1360, but it was never printed till about 1431, and 
then only the New Testame:t. The first English Testa- 
ment ever printed was translated by William ‘Tindale, who 
was assisted by Coverdale, and was printed in 1526, whieh 
is only two hundred and ninety-nine years since ; and 
this edition was principally bought up by Bishop Tunstal 
and Sir Thomas Moore, and committed to the flames; 
and even his second edition shared the same fate. He 
and his coadjutors afterwards printed the whole bible. 
But poor Tindale did not live to see much of the salutary 
effects of his pious and laborious exertions ; for while pre- 
paring his second edition, he was taken up for heresy, as 
the Papists call it, and like his Testaments, burnt to ash- 
es. Nevertheless, his bible outrode the storm of opposi- 
tlon and being revised by Johu Rodgers and others, was 
printed under the borrowed name of Matthew; was dedi- 
cated to Heory VIIL. in 1587, and is. known by the name 
of Matthew's bible. This was the first bible that obiain- 
ed liberty to speak publicly in England. After this, seven 
learned men translated what is called the Geveva bible ; 
and others the Bishop's bible, ce. 

But none of these pleased King James and he appoin- 
ted filty-four learned men under certain restrictions, to 
make a new traunsiation: however, only forty-seven of 
them undertook the work; and they gave us our preseut 


Bible. 





CHRISTIANITY. 

If christianity were compelied to flee from the mau- 
sions of the great, the academies of philosophers, the halls 
of legislators, or the throng of busy men, we should find 
her last reiveat with women at the fireside; ber last altar 
would be the female heart; her last audience would be 
the children gathered arownd the haees of a mother ; her 
last sacrifice, the sacred prayer eseaping in silence from 
her lips, and heard evly at the throae of God. 


TRUTA. 

There is no crime more infamous than the violation of 
truth ; it isapparent, that mea can be sociable beings no 
longer than they can believe each other. Whea speech 
is employed only as the veliicle of falsehood, every man 
mast disunite himself trom others, iwhabi uisowa cave, 
and seck prey only for himselr. 

Wisdom ts bester without an inheritance, than an inher- 
itance without wisdom. 





Mr. John Bunyan having preached one day eith pecul- 
jar warnyh aud enlargement, some oft his treads, after 
service was over, took him by the hand, and could not 
help observing what a sweet sermon he had delivered. 
* Aye, (said the good old man,) you need aot remind me 





of that, for the devil told me of u beture I was out of the 


pulpnt.” 










agents. 
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